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WILLIAM 0. ENSIGN, M. D. 
By George W. Kreider, M. D. 

William Owen Ensign, M. D. Rutland, LaSalle County, 
Illinois, President 1888 of the Illinois State Medical Society, 
first President of the LaSalle County Medical Society when 
organized in 1885, one of the organizers and President of the 
North Central District Medical Society, died at his home in 
Rutland, May 8, 1918, nearly 77 years of age. He lived a 
long, honorable, industrious, useful life. His character was 
as pure, his disposition as kind as the babe in arms, his 
charity as wide as the world. 

His ancestry dated back to the Yeomen of England, then 
in an early day to New England at Cambridge, and in Hart- 
ford, Conn., in 1630. He was born in Madison, Lake County, 
Ohio, the son of Caleb Wadams Ensign and Orpah Deming 
Ensign. He served in the Civil War in the 14th Independent 
Battery. In July, 1865, he came to Illinois, taught school, 
clerked in a store, became a store owner. In 1866 he began the 
study of medicine with Dr. Alney of Rutland, 111., graduated 
1869 from the Cleveland Medical College and returned to Rut- 
land, where he married the daughter of his preceptor, prac- 
ticed, beloved, respected and happy for nearly 50 years. He 
was a tower of strength in the community, active in the Church 
and Sunday School. He was president and member of the 
Town Board for years, presided in all the Masonic societies, 
organizer of a Grand Army Post and an early member of the 
Illinois State Historical Society. 

With all the duties of his practice and community on his 
shoulders he sought further affiliations and attended society 
meetings regularly. He wrote, talked and disposed of the 
business of the Medical Society faithfully and carefully. He 
was interested in history and good name of the profession, 
his locality, country, state and nation. 

When Dr. Ensign passed away May 8, 1918, the world 
was bereft of a sterling, beautiful character. 
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